Reports of concurrent thyrotoxicosis and thyroid cancer have appeared in the last three decades. While most of the tumours have been clinically inconsequential, it has been suggested that thyroid carcinomas arising in patients with Graves' disease tend to behave aggressively, while those associated with toxic nodular goitre follow a more benign course. We report a contrary clinical experience with four cases of thyrotoxicosis associated with metastatic thyroid cancer, two of which were fatal. All four patients had toxic nodular goitre. Thyroid eye signs were uniformly absent. Two (3) (4) (5) (6) . However, the majority of the tumours identified at surgical resection were occult and clinically inconsequential. Where aggressive thyroid carcinoma has occurred in association with thyrotoxicosis, it has been in the setting of Graves' disease rather than toxic nodular goitre (7) . We 
Discussion
The incidence of thyroid cancer reported in surgically treated thyrotoxic patients is 2.5-9.0% (3) (4) (5) (6) . The (8) . Because the thyroid glands from thyrotoxic patients undergoing surgery were screened specifically for thyroid cancer, the appropriate control group is found in autopsy subjects whose thyroid glands were also screened for cancer and in whom occult carcino¬ mas were identified in up to 13% cases (9) . In the surgical series the majority of tumours associated with toxic nodular goitre were either occult or small, welldifferentiated carcinomas with no evidence of local invasion or distant métastases (6, 7, 10 (7, 12, 14 
